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From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
THE SOUL. 
What is the signification of the Greek word psucue, 
translated soul ? 


Many people have believed, and many still be- 
lieve that this word signifies an immortal, spiritual 
principle in man, which will exist to eternity. 

We shall not, at this time, say that this is, or is 
not the true signification of the word, but shall only 
state, for the consideration of the candid, some cir- 
cumstances in relation to it, which we apprehend 
are not generally known. This word and its deriva- 
tives are variously translated in the New Testa- 
ment; by an attention to the different translations, 
we may, perhaps, discover what ideas the sacred 
writers entertained in regard to the word. If we do 
not mistake, Psuche, or its derivatives are translated 
Sensual in two verses in the New Testament; Ghost 
in 3; Natural in 4; Mind in 6; Life in 33; and 
Soul in 54. We will give a few specimens of each 
translation. Matt. ii. 20. “ For they are dead who 
sought the young child’s (psuchen) life.” John xiii. 
37. “IT will lay down my life (psuchen) for thy 
sake.” Rev. viii. 9. “And the third part of the crea- 
tures which were in thg sea, and had life, (psuchas) 
died.” On this last text, it may be observed, that 
“the creatures which were in the sea,” were in pos- 
session of psuchas, lives, souls or whatever else may 
be indicated by this word. 

This word is translated “ Ghost” 3 times; in all, 
the form of expression is “ gave up the Ghost ?”* it 
is used in relation to Herod, Ananias, and Sapphira. 
Whether, in these instances, an immortal principle, 
er something of a different nature, be intended, let 
each man judge. [tis sometimes translated “ mind.” 
Phil. i. 27. “Striving together with one mind,” 
(mia psuche.) Compare Acts iv. 32. “And the 
multitude that believed were of one Reart and one 
soul, (e kardia katie psuche mia.”) Does the word 
“mind” in the first instance, signify any thing dif- 
ferent from the word “heart” in the last? and it 
not, is any thing proved in regard to the one more 
than to the other? The word is sometimes trans- 
lated “Soul.” See, Acts vii. 14, 27, 37. 1 Thes. ii. 
8. Matt. xvi. 26. On the last text we remark, that 





* When psuche is translated ghost, it is used in composi- 
tion in the New-Testament, or forms part of a verb, and 
may be found in Acts v. 5, 10, and xu. 23. It is quite re- 
markable that when men are said to give up the ghost, psu- 
che, either separately, or i composition, is invariably used ; 
but when Christ is said to give up the ghost, pneuma, either 
separately or in composition is always used. Vid Matt 
xxvii. 50: Mark xv. 37; Luke xxiii. 46; John xii. 30. I 
is used separately by John and Matthew, but in composition 
by Luke and Mark. Ed. Rel. Inq. 





the same word ig twice translated “life” in the pre- 
ceding verse. 

We are now to examine a few passages where 
this word occurs in a sense somewhat different from 
the general idea respecting it. Heb. iv. 12. “The 
word of God, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of the soul (psuches) and spirit.” If they may be 
divided, are they one and the same. We have 
said it was sometimes translated “ Sensual ;” see 
Jude 19; “These be they that separate themselves, 
sensual, (psuchikot) not having the spirit.” This 
word (psuchikot) you will observe, is the adjective 
derived from the noun psuche, and of course the 
nature of its signification is the same. By this it 
appears that men may have the psuche, or be psu- 
Again, 
James iii. 15, “ This wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, (psuchike) devilish.” 
Once more ; this word is translated “WVatural.” 1 
Cor. xv. 44, 46. “It is sown a natural (psuchikon) 
body, it is raised a spiritual (pnuematikon) body. 


chikoi, who are destitute of the spirit. 


There is a natural (psuchikon) body, ond there isa 
spiritual body. And so it is written, the first man 
Adain was made a living soul, (psuchen zosan) the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit (pneuma 
zoopoioun.) Howbeit ‘that was not first which was 
spiritual, but that which is natural, (psuchikon) and 
afterward that which is spiritual.” 
that in all these cases, the soul, or psuche, is spoken 


You will observe 


of as different from the spirit, and as opposed to it 
in its nature. 1 Cor. in. 14. “The natural (psuchi- 
kos) man receiveth pot the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; neither can 
he know them, because they are spiritually discern- 
ed.” A man, then, may have the psuche, or be psu- 
chikon, who cannot receive the things of the Spirit 
of God. 

To conclude, it appears evident from the scrip- 
tures we have quoted that psuche, so often translated 
soul, is sometimes used to indicate something di- 
rectly opposed to the spirit; and whether it be 
proper to understand the word to signify in one in- 
stance, that, to which it is absolutely opposed in 
another, is a question which every man ought to 
consider ; “ Let every one be fully persuaded in his 
own mind.” 

REMARKS. 

It is evident, (if not to demonstration, to the impo- 
sition of a rule of construction to preserve any thing 
like common sense and consistency in the Scrip- 
tures,) that the term psuche, and its derivatives, 
cannot have a relation to a part or property of man 
divested of the body or flesh, but is necessarily con- 
fined, in a qualified sense, to man compougded, in 
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this mode of existence, of body, soul, and spirit ; 
and subject to the impressions and influences of ex- 
ternal objects confined in their operations to ani- 
The conclusion, therefore, fol- 


mal existences. 


lows of necessity, that, as the psuc he can be lost, o1 
(if it 
may be thus expressed,) is the result of man’s com- 


endure incidental extinction now, this damage 


pound, and cannot happen to man when he shall be- 
come the recipient of the change which will consti- 
tute “the resurrection of the dead.” 

This subject is certainly an important one, and, 
in its ramifications, may lead, as a clue, to happy 
and interesting elucidations of prominent and mo- 
mentous features of doctrine, which have heretotore 
been measurably obscure and difficult. If some of 
our brethren who have leisure and inclination, who 
have already embarked in this inquiry, will pursue 
it, and improve upon the hints we have given, by a 
critical disquisition upon the evidence and testimo- 
ny contained in the Scriptures relative to the con- 
trast between man compounded of body, (flesh,) 
soul, and spirit, and man raised from the dead, and 
glorified, we believe that valuable additions may be 
inade to the present stock of theological science. 

ED. GOS. HER. 
—>>_— 
CONFESSION OF ROUSSEAU, AN 
INFIDEL PHILOSOPHER. 

“TJ will confess to you,” says he, “that the majes- 
ty of the scriptures strikes me with admiration, as 
the purity of the gospel hath its influence on my 
heart. 
all their pomp of diction: how mean, how con- 


Peruse the works of onr philosophers with 


temptible are they, compared with the scriptures! Is 
it possible that a book, at once so simple and sub- 
lime should be merely the work of man? Is it pos- 
sible that the sacred personage, whose history it con- 
tains, should be himself a mere man? Do we find 
that he assumed the tone of an enthusiast or ambi- 
tious sectary ? What sweetness, what purity in his 
manner! What an affecting gracefulness in his de- 
livery! What sublimity in his maxims! What pro- 
found wisdom in his discourses! What presence of 
mind, what subtlety! What truth in his replies! 
How great the cominand over his passions! Where 
is the man, where is the philosopher who could so 
live, and so die, without weakness and without os- 
tentation? When Plato described his imaginary 
good man, loaded with all the shame of guilt, yet 
ineriting the highest rewards of virtue, be describes 
exactly the character of Jesus Christ. The resem- 
blance was so striking that all the fathers perceived 
it. What prepossession, what blindness must it be, 
to compare the son of Sophroniscus to the Son of 
Mary! 

What an infinite disproportion there is between 
their Socrates dying without pain, as ignominy ea- 
sily supports his character to the last; if his death, 
however easy, had not crowned his life, it might 
have been doubted whether Socrates, with all his 
wisdom, was any thing more than a Vain sophist, 
He invented, it is said, the theory of morals. Oth- 
ers, however, had before put them in practice; be 
had only to say therefore what they had done, and 
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to reduce their examples to precepts. Aristid:< 
had been just, before Socrates defined justice ; Le; 

nidas had given up his life for his country, befor, 
Socrates declared patriotism to be a duty. The 
Spartans were a sober people before Socrates » 

commended sobriety, before he had even defined 
virtue, grace abounded in virtuous men. But where 
could Jesus learn, ainong his competitors, that pure 
and sublime morality of which he only hath given 
us both precept and example ? 

The greatest wisdom was made known among 
the most bigoted fanaticism, and the simplicity of 
the most heroic virtues did honour to the vilest peo 
ple on earth. The death of Soerates, peaceably 
philosophising with his friends, appears the most 
agreeable that could be wished for; that of Jesus, 
expiring in the midst of agonizing pains, abused, 
insulted, and accused by a whole nation, is the 
most horrible that could be feared. Socrates in re 
ceiving the poison blessed indeed the weeping exe 
cutioner who adiministered it; but Jesus in the 
inidst of excruciating tortures, prayed for his merci 
Yes, if the life and death of So- 
crates were those of a sage, the life and death of Je 
sus are those of a God. Shall we suppose the evan 


less tormentors. 


gelic history a mere fiction? Indeed, my friend, it 
bears not the mark of fiction; on the contrary, the 
history of Socrates, which nobody presumes t 
doubt, is not so well attested as that of Jesus Christ 
Such a supposition in fact only shifts the difficulty, 
without obviating it. It is more inconceivable that 
a number of persons should agree to write such a 
history, than that only one should furnish the history 
of it. The Jewish authors were incapable of the dic- 
tion, and strangers to the morality contained in the 
gospel, the marks of whose truth are so striking and 
inimitable that the inventor would be a more aston- 
ishing character than a hero.” 

—_ <> - 

DOCTOR GRIFFIN, 

Doctor Griffin delivered an Address before the 
“ American Education Society,” which contains the 
following: “a nation of happy spirits looking down 
on their companions in hell,” &c. “We have seen 
(say they) that our escape from infinite misery and 
our arrival to this unbounded good, are to be traced 
to the charity [dollars] of that blessed man, who 
founded that scholarship. There stands our bene- 
factor, whom next to God and the Redeemer, al! 
millions hail.” “If Christ could part with his 
blood and life, for our salvation, shall we think it 
too much to give our paltry pelf, for the salvation 
of his members -” 

“ And consider that every cent we call our own, 
came fiom his hands—came marked with the price 
of his blood. And shall we withhold from him 
what [money] he purchased for us by his blood, and 
freely bestowed? For what did he give it to us to de- 
mand it again? What but to try us by an experi- 
ment the most decisive? And if under these solemn 
circumstances, we will not return to him the blood- 
marked coin, what an awful exhibition of ingrati- 
tude, idolatry, and rebellion? Show me the tribute 
money. Whose blood and superscription is it? A 
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voice from heaven answers, Christ’s. 1 charge you 
then, by the living God, to give unto Christ the 
things that are Christ's.” 

The following propositions are contained in the 
ibove quotations. A nation owe their eternal feli- 


+b) 


city to a man; and the “blessed man’s” money is the 
means of their salvation. The blood of Christ is 
considered of less efficacy than the “ blessed man’s” 
money. Dollars and cents, mere “paltry pelf,” are 
“marked with the price of Christ’s blood.” “A 
voice from heaven answers,” the “ blood-marked 
coin” is “ Christ’s.”. Every rational man will make 
a suitable comment on the impious and absurd as- 
sertions of Dr. G. 

Our impressions are the following—Dr. G. urges 
the laity to give their money—he withholds his; 
and reserves it to pamper his body. Dr. G. presents 
himself as the ambassador of Christ. Who, and 
what is he? Answer, A man, clothed in black cloth, 
who for many years has fattened on the money he 
has begged from the public ; and of his pretensions 
to authority from Heaven for his dogmas which he 
trades in, we boldly assert, that they are no better 
than his pretensions would be to the throne ot 
George the iv. The public have Dr. G.’s word, 
that he is commissioned by Heaven to preach to 
mankind! Dr. G.’s word is worth no more than the 
word of the commonest man in the community. 
These are facts. Let a priestridden community 
ponder—let the frightened children of delusion 
view the bugbear, which men in black clothing 
have manufactured for the purpose of gulling them 
of their cash. 

—<p >— 

“ON MAKING A WILL.” 
{Extracted from a communication in the 
Boston Telegraph. | 

“In contemplating various means of doing good, 
thas occurred to me, that the idea of giving for 
haritable purposes, by Will, has not been so often 
id seriously recommended, as its importance de- 
mands. 

“The United States contain about 10,000,000 
inhabitants. At least one million of these may be 
supposed to possess property at their disposal, from 
which they are liable every moment to be called 
away by death. It is estimated, that, on an aver- 
ige, the whole number of one generation passes off 
the stage once in every thirty vears. According to 
this estimate, a thirtieth part of this one million, 
that is, 33,333 owners of property in the United 
States will die the present year. Should these, on 
an average, bequeath each Twenty Dollars for char- 
itable purposes, the amount, thus given, would be 
666,660 dollars. 

“Tt, as Solomon remarks, riches may be kept by 
the owners thereof lo their hurt ; it is perhaps more 
frequently true, that they may be left to the natural 
inheritors thereof to their destruction, to the de- 
struction of their minds, the perversion of their 
moral habits, and the ruin of their souls! 

“ Perhaps there is no subject on which Christian 
teachers, and the influential friends of charity gene- 
rally, are more remiss in the discharge of thei 
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duty. They seem generally to have imbibed the 
false notion, that the final disposal of one’s own 
property is so entirely his private, personal con- 
cern, that it would be indelicate and obtrusive to 
address him plainly on the subject, and encourage 
him to give for the noblest purposes. In conse- 
quence of this criminal remissness and false delica- 
ev on the part of those who have influence over the 
minds and hearts of men of property, doubtless 
many give nothing to promote the cause of learn- 
ing, and religion, and the general improvement of 
their species, who might be induced by a single con- 
versation, to give with distinguished liberality and 
cheerfulness ; and who might for ever after remem- 
ber with gratitude the day, when the duty and the 
privilege of making a liberal bequest was first sug- 
gested to their minds and impressed on their hearts 
by the faithfulness of a friend.” 

A correspondent to the Boston Recorder, intro- 
ducing the article “on making a will,” into that 
paper, observes: 

“It hes come to my knowledge, that, in conse- 
quence of reading it inthe Telegraph, one geuntle- 
man of wealth has resolved to bequeath a consider- 
able portion of his property for charitable purposes. 
Others may have been affected in a similar manner. 
Your paper can carry the communication directly 
to 3,000 additional families; and it will doubtless 
be shown to others, for whom it may be thought 
appropriate ; and thus eternity may reveal, that 
the sanguine hopes with which it appears to have 
been written, are more than realized.” [How wise 
are these seekers forMoney, tn their generation ! | 

_—~<jf — 
WHAT IS MAN? 

We did not purpose in concluding our remarks, 
in page 66 of this Number on the article from the 
RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, to assume the consideration 
of the subject again at present; but circumstances 
have occurred which now induce us to resume this 
interesting subject. 

Man is described, (1 Thess. v. 23,) as constituted 
of spirit, (pnuema,) soul, (psuche.) and body, (soma.) 
Therefore, in reply to the question, What ts man? 
the answer is ready—Man is a being compounded 
of spirit, soul, and body. Ot the body, there 
can be no dispute. “ Dust thou art, and unto dust 
shalt thou return.” (Gen. iii, 19.) The spirtt’s 
origin is alike certain. “ Then shall the dust 1e- 
turn to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall re- 
turn to God who gave it.” (Ecclesiastes xii. 7.) 
The soul, (psuche,) is neither the body nor the 
spirit; but, we think, must be considered as the ne- 
cessary consequence of the ainalgamation of matter 
and spirit. The use of the term inthe New Testa- 
ment, where it is frequently rendered life, autho- 
rises this conclusion. Hence it follows, that a 
man’s soul while in the body, in this mode of exist- 
ence, is essentially different from that which shall 
result from the union of his spirit with a spiritual 
body. For * there is,” (says Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 44.) a 
natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” Rea- 
son will teach us, that the soul of a natural body, 
must dilfer ivom the soul of a spiritual body, in 
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the same ratio that a natural body differs from a 
spiritual body. Therefore, as a spiritual body is in- 
corruptible, and glorious, the soul of a spiritual body 
must also be incorruptible and glorious. Conse- 
quently, the soul of the natural body being subject 
to mortality, or death, the conclusion is irresistible, 
that the soul of a spiritual body is immortal, and 
cannot be dissolved. 

The reader will please to remember, that the 
phrase “ Resurrection of the body,” is not to be 
It is a corrupt branch 
“The resurrec- 


found in the Scriptures. 
from the root of human tradition. 
tion of the dead,” (1 Cor. xv. 35,) is the pure Serip- 
ture doctrine and phraseology. Therefore we ask, 
“ How are the dead raised up, and with what body 
do they come?” (1 Cor. xv. 35.) We enter our 
protest against the doctrine of “The resurrection 
of the body.” We declare, in the words of inspira- 
tion, that “ God giveth to every seed his own body.” 
For “it is sown in coriuption, it is raised in incor- 
What is raised? Ans. The dead. What 
The dust, or 
The 


spirit returns to God; and we will add, it returns 


” 
ruption. 
is dead? Ans. The psuche, soul. 


body, returns to dust, and is never heard of. 


disengaged trom corruption, united to a spiritual 
body, and a soul raised trom the dead! And farther, 
we add, it iy the union of the man’s spirit with a 
spiritual body, which renovates the sonl, and again 
produces in the Heavenly, (not the earthly corrapt 
image,) the Divinely organized man, compounded 
of sprit, soul, and body. We presume there may 
be those who will unbesitatingly pronounce this, to 
be error. So be it; but we shall be glad to find 
those who can prove it to be so. 

The contrast is now fairly in view. Man is now 
in the flesh ; and his life or soul, is necessarily mor- 
tal, and subject to all the mutations of a mortal state. 
The cause assigned is sufficient. The man’s body 
is dust. The man’s spirit is of Heavenly origin, 
and the life or soul can exist no longer than the 
union is preserved. There must be a resurrection 
of the dead, or man is a prey to annihilation. There 
must, to produce this resurrection to immortality, 
be a new body, not subject to change, corruption, 
and death, or the soub or life of the recipient will 
be continually in danger of extinction or death. 
The conclusion, therefore, is as follows, “ man dieth, 
and giveth up the ghost, (spirit,) and where is he ?” 
Hle is extinct, to all intents and purposes ; his body 
has returned to inanimate dust; his spirit has re- 
turned to God who gave it; and his soul, or life, is 
poured out, hke water upon the ground which can- 
Now is the momentous period — 
Shall the 
bowl, broken at the cistern, be dissevered for ever 7 
Yes. There is a “ house not made with hands, eter- 
“Tn my Father’s house are 
The earthly tabernacle or house, 
is dissolved for ever, and the trump announces the 
beginning of a soul, or life that cannot end. The 
constitution of man ts now heavenly. He is fitted 
for the glorious destiny for which he was created. 
The dead is raised, “iv a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye,” and the spirit ascends clothed with im- 


not be gathered. 
pow the awful pause in human destiny. 


nal in the heavens.” 


’ 


many mansions.’ 


mortality, incorruption, and glory, to Ged who gave 
it. The psuche, soul, or life of man, will then be 
indissoluble; and mortality be swallowed up in 
victory. This is the glorious change that awaits 
mankind. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption—the dead shall be raised incorrupii- 
ble, and we shall be changed!” 

—_<>—- 

From the Christian Baptist. 

In many towns and neighbourhoods in this Wes; 
ern World, it becomes necessary, in order to suc 
cess in any business or profession, that a person 
profess some sectarian creed. In some places, it is 
true, there is a majority of non-professors, among 
these a man without a creed may succeed. These 
situations are, however, comparatively few, and stil} 
The only chance of success, iy 
most places, for a non-professor of a sectaian 


becoming fewer. 


creed, (and there are many who scei to understand 
it) is, to pay a tribute of respect, or a tribute of 
money, to the more powerful or more popula 
creed in his vicinity. Next to this, it behooves him 
to speak “charitably” of all. 
who has so little policy as to profess no creed, and 
at the same time to speak disrespectiully of any or 
of all. , William Pedibus the shoemaker, lost the 
custonr of all the Presbyterians in town, because hy 
said that Parson Trim denied free agency. And 
Thomas Vulcanus, the blacksmith, never shod a 
Methodist’s horse since the time he censured Elder 


But wo awaits him 


Vox’s sermon, on the possibility of falling from 
grace. John Paidagogus, the free-thinker, though 
an excellent teacher, lost the school of the village 
Romance, because his competitor, though of limited 
acquisitions and less talents, could say, Shiboleth. 

The Editor of the Times failed to continue his 
paper, more than six months, in the county of Knox, 
hecause of his editorial remarks on the avarice of a 
clergyman in his neighbourhood, who sued at law, 
through the trustees of his congregation, three 
widows and four paupers, for seven and sixpence 
apiece. Having failed, and made his hegira to the 
county of Hopkins, he commenced with some en- 
comiums on a sermon of the Parson Bene Placit; 
his subscription list was speedily and greatly en- 
larged, and by frequenting three meeung-houses in 
town, in due succession, and by giving a little sti- 
pend to the three parsons in town, he has got rich 
by his editorial labours. Joannes Baptistus lost an 
election to congress because his rival, John Me- 
lanethon, was taken up by two Congregational 
ministers. And the time was in Western Peun- 
sylvania, when the candidate taken up by the Pres- 
byterian congregation, was carried over all opposi- 
tion from superior talents, erudition and fidelity. 
But since the father of the Western Presbyterians 
tailed to elect a governor for Pennsylvania by a sin- 
gle letter of recommendation, the Congregational 
ticket scheme has been completely dropped. 

In the late agonizing struggle for President, it 
was alleged by some that the wife of Gen, Jackson 
was a pious Presbyterian, and some were so bold as 





to say that the General himself either was, or was 
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about to be a ruling elder. Mr Adams, too, was 
a Congregational saint, as his friends said; but 
Messrs. Crawtord and Clay were neither sanctified 
themselves, nor by their wives; and see how far 
they were belind. In fine, the sectarian creeds, 
according to ther popularity, less or more, fili the 
ehairsin the legislative halls of the states, and even 
threaten the seat of the chief magistrate of the 
United States. Synods, too, like the first Popes, 
have actually passed resolutions approbatory, ot 
the meusuies ol governibent; thereby showing the 
right, and reserving the power, to pass resolutions 
disapprobatory of the proceedings of government, 
when etther their temper or the times require it. 
Indeed, sectarian) pride, ambition, and avarice, 
thre veo, evidently threaten, the continuance of 
ou. wee and beneficent Listitutions. 

Bot this is not all. Modern sectaries are so con- 
sylivating their energies and their influence, that in 
many of our towns and neighbourhoods, when a 
young man gets himself a wife, he must either join 
some sect, or, at least, support one, if he intends to 
have bread and butter. Theres inducements are pre- 
sented to hypocrisy, and men are forced into a pro- 
fession which neither their judgment nor their 
iuclination prompts thein to, but which becomes 
necessary to success in their calling. 

The clergy have ever Seen the greatest tyrants in 
every state, and at present they are, in every coun- 
uy in Europe, on the side of the oppressors of the 
people who trample on the rights of men. Nor are 
we to suppose that this is an aceidental, but an es- 
sential characteristic of their assumptions. It is 
neither the air which they inhale, nor the soil on 
whieh they are supported, nor the government un- 
ivr which they live; but the spirit of their preten- 
sions, Which generates the hauteur, the ambition, 
and the love of sway, so generally conspicuous ip 
their character. We know that there are some ex- 
ceplions, but these only occur where the sprit 
of the man preponderates over the spirit of the 
system. itis by no means a marvellous thing to 
find ind.viduals among the clergy exhibiting traits 
of character very opposite to the distinguishing fea- 
tures of the priesthood, While we cheerfully dis- 
criminate, let us cautiously, and with a jealous eve, 
observe their manavres as a fraternity ever to be 
feared, but never to be trusted, especially as respects 
the affairs of this present world. 

—ge-—— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON HOSEA NII. 1. 
“ Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the 
east wind.” 

If Ephraim of old time bad been the only people 
who ever fed on vanity, the subject of our text 
might be contemplated as clauning no other regard 
than a piece of history, which would afford no very 
profitable instruction, as it would not be applicable 
toany of the present day. But as St. Paul, in his 
time, spake of some who were tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, it seems 
that nearly eight hundred years after the prophet 





text, the apostle found people of a similar descrip 

tion. And even now, it is confidently believed, 
there are many who have, not only set their faces 
toward the wind, but do, in real earnest endeavow 
to feed on it. We may not affirm that these people 
know that what they swallow with so much avidity is 
wind, but we think that no great is at hazard by 
saying that we can prove it to be so. 

To come directly to our subject, we say, that 
even so respectable a denomination of Christians as 
those who style themselves Unitarians, liberal Chris- 
tians, &c. appear to be doing little more than to em- 
ploy a great deal of learning and calculation to give 
influence to what is mere wind or vanity, and are 
calling the attention of people to engage in a pur- 
suit not very unlike the endeavours of Ephraim 
when he followed after the east wind. We beseech 
our brethren, to whom these remarks apply, not to 
be offended, for we are endeavouring to do the work 
of faithful friends. We proceed to show that what 
these brethren pursue is wind. What is wind? It 
is air in motion, or the motion of air. When the 
air is still, we say there is no wind ; but when, fiom 
any cause, a motion in the air takes place, we then 
say there is a wind. If we undertake to confine 
this wind in any thing, orto any one place, we im- 
mediately find there is no wind. Now this is pre- 
cisely the case with what is called Unitarianism ; it 
is a Commotion, a current, a rush among the people. 
If we endeavour to confine it, or define it, or to bring 
it into a condition to be analyzed, there is nothing 
of it. We find, it is true, the elements, as they were 
betore this doctrine, or Wind was perceived ; but no 
one will pretend to present us with any other result 
of an analysis of this doctrine than the one here 
named. And certain itis that the wind never shift- 
ed oftener, nor blew in more different courses than 
this doctrine is varied to suit the tastes and appe- 
tites of those who feed on it. 

Ask the most skilful of those doctors, who make 
this doctrine their study and business, to describe it, 
and they will present you with an ingeniously ar- 
ranged catalogue of negatives. Ist. They do not be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the very God; but they 
will not say that he is mere man, or any thing else 
definitely. 2d. They do not believe that the Crea- 
tor decreed from all eternity to grant everlasting sal- 
vation to a part of mankind, and that the rest should 
glorify him in endiess wo, as do the Calvinists, 
3d. But if you ask them if they believe that the 
Creator deterinined to save all men, you have a ne- 
gative answer, 4thly. If you ask if the divine Be- 
ing determined that any should be saved, or any for 
ever lost, the answers are in the negative. Finally, 
one grand negative, as to doctrine, is, that the Crea- 
tor neither determined that any should be saved, or 
that any should be lost; and this great negative is the 
duct through which every breath of wind must pass, 
on which the liberal Christian is allowed to feed. A 
positive reality is not to be found in all their views. 

With their metaphysical barometers these learn- 
ed doctors weigh the atinosphere of every place they 
visit, and calculate what change is necessary to be 
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produced, and the means by which such change may 
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town, their early endeavour will be to arrange them 
wake of their wind. They will tell them 
privately, that they do not believe the Creator ever 


in the 
made people to be for ever miserable. This nega- 
tive is catched by the unwary Universalist, and 
The learned Uni- 
tarian preacher calls on this simple man the next 


swallowed as a precious morsel. 
day, and takes tea with the family. On this occa- 
sion he renders himself as agreeable as possible, and 
suggests to the good man that there is scarcely a 
shade’s difference between Unitarians and Univer- 


salists, and thinks, on the whole, that they can agree 


This sounds so liberal that 
the Universalist becomes delighted. 


to worship together. 
Now is the 
moment to put the air in motion! The Unitarian 
says, Come you who are Universalists, join with us, 
and we can take the meeting-house away from the 
Calvinists; and when we have got rid of them you 
can have the house part of the time, or I am willing 
This is 


received as a wise policy, and the Universalists are 


to exchange with your sort of preachers. 


presented with the proposition, which many of 
A town or parish 
meeting is called, the crafty Unitarians and the de- 


them are induced to accept. 


coyed Universalists unite and vote the meeting- 
house to themselves. Or if they offer to share it 
with the orthodox, they do it knowing that it will 
not be accepted ; and the orthodox must build them- 
But how do the 
liberal Unitarians now proceed? Will they ex- 
Will they al- 
low the Universalists the house a part of the time ? 


selves a house or do without one. 
change with the Universalists? No. 


No, not if they are numerous enough to prevent it. 
What now ? Why the deceived Universalists find 
that they have been fed with wind! And we say, as 
the Universalists were willing to go to work and 
sow the field, they are fairly entitled to reap the 
harvest. “They have sown the wind, and they 
shall reap the whirlwind.” 

Should the orthodox smile at this, and say, We 
are glad to see the hypocrisy of these people ex- 
posed, and we hope this writer will be liberal toward 
them in his chastisements, they are advised to read 
the verse which follows our text and be humble: 
“The Lord hath also a controversy with Judah, 
and will punish Jacob according to his ways.” 

—<i{ > 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
LETTER FROM DOCTOR RUSH TO 
MR. WINCHESTER. 

The following letter from the philanthropic and 
venerable Rusu to Mr. Ernanan WiNCHESTER, 
will show in what estimation he held that great and 
good man, and his belief in the final victory of be- 
nevolence over all sin, death and torment. Let 
those who doubt the benign influence of our faith, 
consider what the Doctor says in another letter, and 
remember that he testifies what he had seen. “The 
Universal Doctrine prevails more and more in our 
country, particularly among persons eminent for 
their piety, in whom it is not a mere speculation, 
but a new principle of action in the heart, prompt- 
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Philadelphia, November 12, 1791. 
Dear Sir—Accept of thanks for your long letter 





by the Pigou, and your valuable pubiications which 
accompanied it. Your Letters to Mr. Taylor con 
tain Many new and striking ideas. Your Funeral 
Sermon for Mr. John Westley does honour to the 
philanthropy of your universal principles. LT admire 
and honour that great man above any man that has 
lived since the time of the Apostles: his writings 
will ere long revive in support of our doctrine—tfor 
if Christ died for all, as Mr. Westley always taught, 
it will soon appeat anecessary consequence that all 
shall be saved. But what shall [ say to your fourth 
volume of Lectures on the Prophecies ? Accept of 
my thanks over and over, for the instruction and en- 
tertainment I have derived from reading them. 
They are now in the hands of my dear friend, and 
old preceptor in medicine, Dr. Redman, who speaks 
in the highest terms of them, and calls you our 
Theological Newton. Go on, my dear sir, with 
your researches into the true meaning of the Scrip- 
tures. Your works, however much neglected or 
opposed now, will be precious to those generations 
which are to follow us: and, like the bones of Eli- 
sha, will perform miracles after your death. How 
delightful to a good man should be thoughts of sur 
viving himself! The persons who are to exist an 
hundred years hence, are as much our fellow-crea 
tures as those who are contemporaries. It only re 
quires more grace to love them than the persons 
whom we see and converse with every day ; but in 
proportion as we attain to this sublime act of love, 
we approach nearer to the Source of all Love—for 
he loves, and serves all the generations of his crea- 
tures with an equal affection. 

I contemplate with you the progress of reason and 
liberty in Europe with great pleasure. *Republi- 
can forms of government are the best repositories of 
the Gospel: I therefore suppose they are intended 
as preludes to a glorious manifestation of its power 
The lan- 
guage of these free and equal governments seems te 
be like that of John the Baptist of old, “ Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord—make his paths straight.” 


and influence upon the hearts of men. 


The benevolent spirit which has lately appeared in 
the world, in its governments—in its numerous phi- 
lanthropic and humane societies—and even in pub- 
lic entertainments, remind me of the first efforts of 
a child to move its body or limbs. These efforts 
are strong, but irregular, and often in a contrary di- 
rection to that which 1s intended. Time and a few 
unsuccessful experiments soon bring these motions 
into a proper direction. The same will happen, | 
have no doubt, to the present kind, but irregular and 
convulsive impulses of the human heart. At pres- 
ent they lead men to admire and celebrate human 
lights, and human deliverers, — but ere lung, pub- 
lic admiration and praise will rise to him who is 
the true light of the world, and who only delivers 
from evils of every kind. At present we wish liber- 
ty to the whole world—but the next touch of the 





* When the Doctor wrote this, the horrible anarchy pro- 
duced by French principles had got been experienced, as i! 





ing to practical godliness.” 


has since. 
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ootestiol magnet upon the human heart, will direct 
it into wishes for the salvation of all mankind. 
Yours sincerely, 
BENJAMIN RUSH. 
—_<>— 


From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 

On what is commonly denominated the “ Fall of 
Adam,” in which all his posterity is supposed to 
have caught the disorder, called “original sin.” 
By George Thatcher, late Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 

My Dear Sir—Notwithstanding you refused to 
send me Mr. Ballou’s Sermon on the New Birth, 
and threatened me upon the peril of your ven- 
geance pot to read it, I have obtained it, and pe- 





rused it twice, in less time than the printer set the 
types for a page; and have proceeded thus far in 
punishing you for disobedience to my orders; but 
what the length of the punishment will be, I cannot 
now foresee. However, ldo not mean you shall 
do, as too many have done, complain that, as a 
judge, I am too lenient and mercitul. 
yourself for forty stripes, save one; i. e. for thirty- 


So prepare 


nine pages large folio, small type. 

On reading the Sermon by friend Ballou, it im- 
mediately occurred to my mind, that this new birth 
or regeneration is declared by the orthodox, to be 
the instantaneous effect of divine, miraculous power 
onthe heart, and absolutely necessary to remove or 
cure the moral disorder, which was occasioned by 
Adam’s Fall, and communicated by ordinary gene- 
ration to all his posterity. Hence it is of vast im- 
portance in the science of ethics, as well as theolo- 
gy, for every man to be satisfied in his own mind, 
whether there be any ground from scripture and 
reason, to believe there was an action, event, or any 
thing whatever, in the life of old Adam, on which 
can be predicated such a change in his heart, mind 
and constitution, as a man, and a father of a race of 
creatures like himself, as the above doctrine of the 
Fall charges upon him. 

Adam, it is contended, before the supposed fall, 
was perfectly holy, just and pure; a fit companion 
for any of the heavenly inhabitants ; his intellectual 
powers were strong and bright ; his affections pure, 
and his whole heart devoted in love to God and good 
will to man. But immediately after the fall his 
heart, affections, and whole moral frame became 
changed and coriupted, his intellect weakened, and 
his conscience, or sense of right and wrong darken- 
ed, so that he could only associate with devils and 
damned spirits. Indeed, Adam was so changed 
and fallen from the elevated rank for which he was 
originally made, that he was unable to perform any 
duty whatever, as he might have done before. My 
friend, this if true, is an awful situation for poor old 
Adam, and his unborn race; for the same divines 
tell us, that he being unclean, no clean thing could 
descend from him. Well, how is this fact accord- 
ing to evidence ? If this Fall of Adam took place 
during a period of which we have any historical ac- 


EL HERALD. 





count, some mention would have been made of it. 


71 


—_ ———— —- 


Believing this to be an indisputable fact, I have ex- 
amined the first chapters of Genesis, where all that 


is known historically of Adam and his conduct, is 
recorded; and I shall endeavour to lay before you 
an abstract of my discoveries, reiating to the com- 
mon doctrines of ortginal sin, total depravity, and 
the consequent inability to do any thing pleasing 
to God. 

From the great change for the worse which is 
supposed to have taken place in our first parent, we 
should be led to conclude, that he must have been 
very unfit to fill the place for which he was prima- 
rily designed, in the creation of God. Whereas it 
would seem fiom the nature of things, that a crea- 
ture with the same powers of body and mind that 
nan possesses, Was wanting to complete the six 
day’s work of the Creator. When we are told, there 
was not a man to till the ground, the meaning is, 
that a husbandman was necessary. When God cre- 
ated and formed man, and gave him universal do- 
minion on earth, he was as far as we can discover, 
like the human family generally from infancy to 
as all the rest of the 
creation needed, to render it complete. So far then, 
every thing appears in harmony with every thing 
about it. 


manhood; such a creature 


Hence, no sooner was man created than 
God blessed him, and commanded him to be fruit- 
Sul, to multiply and replenish the earth, and to sub- 
due it. 
to be very good; and indeed it would be very strange 


God pronounced every thing he had made 


were it otherwise, there being no lack of wisdom, 
Adam was 
made in the tmage of his Maker, because he was to 
have dominion and exercise power over other crea- 


power, or goodness in the Creator. 


tures, as Well as to receive laws and rules to regu- 
late his own conduct... Now the whole duty of man 
may be deduced from the two commands given him 
at creation, viz. to be fruitful and mulliply and re- 
plenish the earth, and to subdue it. And I verily 


believe that a few sensible discourses, developing 


5 
and applying the original meaning of these three or 
four words, would have a more direct tendency to 
lead people in the true path of their destination, as 
rational beings, than all the spiritual comments on 
the book of Canticles that have been composed, 
first by Jews and then by Clnistians. Those few 
words, be fruitful and multiply, replenish and sub- 
due the earth, as connected with the natural state 
of Adam, include all the duties of social life, and 
impose the obligations of education in the useful 
arts and sciences, as they become necessary in the 
increasing state of the world. The earth is not yet 
wholly subdued, nor replenished with so many in- 
habitants as it might be made to support; conse- 
quently, men cannot plead exemption from those 
primary injunctions. 

Man was originally made of the dust of the earth, 
which is good evidence that he was mortal, and like 
all other organized boeies, must in time decay, fall 
in pieces, or die. But, my friend, there is nothing 
disheartening tn this; for, as a miracle made man 
at first, so another may raise him again ; and of this, 
christians have very encouraging hopes. 

(To be continued.) 
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A DAMNED SINNER! 

We hope the reader has not been excessively 
alarmed on reading our caption line to this article. 
If we were disposed to apologize, we should give 
the authority of dignified clergymen who speak 
crooked and terrible words in the pulpit; and who 
by damning millions of mankind, certainly seem to 
authorize an individual to damn one solitary soul, at 
his leisure, when he can give in reason the culprit’s 
confession of depravity sufficient to damn a world. 

The celebrated theological gladiator, the Parson 
W. L. M‘Calla, in his discussion with Mr. Knee- 
land in Philadelphia, declared, 

“I verily believe, that since the commencement 
of this discussion, I have sinned enough to damn a 
whole world, if God should impute it to them.” 

Reader, “ right in the face and eyes” of this de- 
claration, the said W. L. M‘Calla talked of the per- 
nicious doctrine of Universalism, and its immoral 
tendency! If Mr. M‘Calla has told the truth of his 
own wickedness, and only a fraction of it is suffi- 
cient to damn a world, is it not a proper conclusion, 
that if his damning doctrine be true, he will most 
assuredly be damned himself ? 

‘ote—We were of opinion that Mr. M‘Calla’s 
eonduct during the Discussion was very wicked, 
but confess ourselves indebted to him for a know- 
ledge of the extent of his wicked proceedings. 

—j>— 
THE DIFFERENCE IN VALUE OF 
IMMORTAL SOULS. 

Recent expenditures show, that it cost a hundred 
guineas to save an English or an Irish soul ; twenty 
to save an American, five an Indian, and two an 
African. But when al! the Missionary and Tract 
Society plans shall become perfected, the cost will 
probably be reduced five hundred per cent.; it 
making as much difference in the expense of saving 
souls, to have a full supply of tracts and missiona- 
1ies, as it does in spinning, whether you use a Jen- 
ny, or turn the wheel by hand in the old fashioned 


way. 

There can be no doubt about the salvation of the 
world, unless Missionary and Tract contributions, 
and consequently Calvinism, should fail. 

U. Mag. 
—>—- 
UNITARIANS. 

We have copied into this Number an article from 
the Universalist Magazine, containing some re- 
marks on Unitarianism, &c. We believe that ma- 
ny of them will answer to the description given very 
well. It is gratifying, however, to add, that there 
are some honourable exceptions ; and that there is 
room for hope that the number will rapidly increase. 
To judge from appearances, we would conclude, 
that some Unitarians have been so simple as to ex- 
pect favours from the orthodox, as a reward for their 
duplicity in smothering their sentiments, and half 
assenting to principles they have utterly rejected. 
Experience, we believe, will teach them, that mon- 
gre! christians will always be eyed with jealousy, 
and ranked in a grade very little to their satisfac- 
tion. They have, thas far, vainly endeavoured to 


of their reputa- 


preserve a neutrality at the expense 
tion for moral honesty. 

—>— 
A STRANGE THING UNDER THE SUN. 

We understand that a respectable member of ¢ 
Baptist Church in this county, a stage proprietor, 
has been seriously “ dealt with,” by an aggrieved 
brother, for the crime of permitting an Universalist 
preacher to ride twenty miles in his stage for the 
customary fare! But what is still worse, is the fact, 
that a complaint has been preferred against the same 
man, and is now actually depending before the 
church, for the awful crime of conveying tn his 
stage a number of young gentlemen and ladies to 
an evening party!! Question. Is there not some- 
thing said in the Bible about straining ata gnat and 
swallowing a camel 2 

It is thought, that the above mentioned church 
will probably disfellowship the shoemaker, who 
manufactured the shoes which were worn by the 
young people to their social party! Gos. Ad. 

—>>—— 
LAMENTABLE SUICIDE. 

“ On Thursday, the 28th of April last, the Parson 
Charles Bonwell, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, put an end to his existence, at his residence 
in Northampton county, (Va.) by hanging himself 
at a weaving loom. He had been a follower of the 
cross for more than forty years, and a minister more 
than thirty. Mr. Bonwell was in his 60th year; 
was a man of strict integrity; hospitable, humane, 
and beloved by all who knew him. He had labour- 
ed a short time under derangement,’ which is 
doubtless true of every other person who terminates 
life in the sane desperate manner. Christ. Intel. 

—>—_ 

The late Dr. Dodd, who was executed for forge- 
ry, as he was stepping into the mourning coach 
which conveyed him to the scaffold, was asked bya 
woman who had imbibed the notions of Free Think- 
ers— Now where is the Lord thy God?” He in 
reply, told her to go home and turn to the seventh 
chapter of Micah, 8th, 9th, and 10th verses. She 
did so, and afterwards went and hung herself. The 
following are the verses referred to :—“ Rejoice not 
against me, O mine enemy: when I fall I shall 
arise; when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a 
light unto me. [ will bear the indignation of the 
Lord because I have sinned against him, until he 
plead my cause, and execute judgment for me; he 
will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold 
his righteousness. Then she that is mine enemy 
shall see it, and shame shall cover her, which said 
unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? Mine eyes 
shall behold her ;—now shall she be trodden down 
as the mire in the streets.” Eng. Pap. 

—~—>—_- 
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